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remedial operations, when the knowledge thereby
acquired may have such an important bearing on
the alleviation of human suffering. And the argu-
ment is strengthened by the consideration that
whereas the slaughter of animals for food has to be
made continually, and on a scale sufficient for the
whole of the population to be supplied, the know-
ledge acquired through a physiological experiment
made on the lower animals is a gain made once for
all, and for the whole human race.

Again, the progress of medicine and surgery is
very much bound up with additions to our know-
ledge of physiology, and it often happens that
important questions in relation to the science admit
of solution by experiments suitably conducted on the
lower animals. The elucidation of these questions
may not perhaps have for its immediate object the
relief of human suffering; but an increase of scientific
knowledge constantly leads to important practical
applications, often of a kind undreamt of when the
experiments which resulted in that increase were
first instituted.

In this case again it seems to me that it is lawful
to try experiments on lower animals, even though
they may involve some amount of pain. But in
both cases alike we should avoid all needless inflic-
tion of suffering, by refraining from needless repetition
of experiments, by using anaesthetics when not pro-